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Following more than four years of war and hardship, many people in Ukraine may
feel the world has moved on - but generous Australians are proving they haven’t
been forgotten. 

As part of Good Neighbours Australia’s third annual Winter Warmer Appeal,
hundreds of donors have sent heartfelt messages, handcrafted blankets, warm
socks and thermals, knitted kids sets and handmade toys to remind Ukrainians that
Australians continue to hold them in their hearts. 

Our colleagues at Good Neighbours Ukraine, along with distribution partner Fight
for Freedom UA worked tirelessly to travel to war-torn communities, offering not
just practical aid, but also boosting morale and providing emotional support along
the way.

Far Away But Not Forgotton:
Australia Stands with Ukraine
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In-kind Partners

Key Outcomes

1,381 confirmed individuals reached
565 children supported
816 adults supported

10 regions covered across Ukraine

Distribution of winter items
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Ten regions, one mission

Distributions were completed across all ten target regions of Kyiv, Kharkiv,
Mykolaiv, Ternopil, Khmelnytskyi, Kherson, Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Sumy and Rivne,
reaching displaced people who’ve had to leave their homes behind and specifically:

115 people with disabilities;
154 orphans;
300 large households needing extra support; and
731 war-affected, including individuals in difficult life circumstances, vulnerable
elderly residents and families who’ve lost veterans

Care packages - more than material support

In many regions, distribution was coordinated through local churches, meaning
support could be targeted directly to members of their congregations and also
used to reach displaced people in their communities, and others in great need. 

Beyond the material value of the in-kind items, the care packages created a real
sense of connection between those who donated them and those who received
them. Many shared that the support made them feel remembered, not forgotten
during this very difficult time.

Items distributed included knitted blankets, children's clothing, gloves, blankets
and beanies - every stitch crafted by those who care. 
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Thank you for your support

Thanks to the generosity of Australian donors and the careful coordination of GN
Ukraine and Fight for Freedom UA, the project delivered substantial support to
vulnerable communities across Ukraine.
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Neonila is a pensioner and internally displaced person from the Donetsk region.
Before the full-scale war, she lived a quiet life in her own home, surrounded by
familiar neighbours and streets. Like thousands of other Ukrainians, she was forced
to leave everything behind and start over in a new place.

Today, Neonila lives on a modest pension that barely covers medication, food and
other basic necessities. Support from international donors has become an
important source of hope and practical assistance.

When she received warm clothing and other humanitarian aid, she became
emotional and expressed her sincere gratitude. For her, these items were more
than material support, they were a reminder that people across the world still care
about those affected by the war and have not forgotten them.

Neonila shared that elderly displaced people often face significant challenges and
rarely receive personal support. Humanitarian assistance helps restore not only
comfort but also dignity and hope during an uncertain time.
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Case Story
How Your Support Helped

I never thought that
someone would still

remember me…

Thank you for your
kindness and for

bringing warmth into
my life.
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Aylin grew up in a large family. Despite the challenges and daily responsibilities, her
mother works tirelessly to ensure her children are surrounded by love, care, and the
essentials they need.

Aylin is a kind, sincere, and open-hearted young woman who is always willing to
help others. She actively participates in community activities and enjoys supporting
those around her. These gatherings provide her with a safe and welcoming
environment where she can momentarily forget the difficulties of everyday life and
experience friendship, encouragement, and joy.

Alongside helping her mother with household responsibilities, Aylin is a dedicated
student who dreams of continuing her education in the future. Despite the
challenges she faces, she remains hopeful and determined to build a better future
through hard work and perseverance.

Receiving humanitarian assistance was a meaningful reminder that her efforts and
kindness are recognised and appreciated. The support brought encouragement not
only to Aylin but also to her entire family during a challenging time.
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Case Story
How Your Support Helped

Thank you for caring
about families like

ours. Your kindness
gives me hope and

motivates me to keep
studying, helping my
family, and believing
in a brighter future.
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Vlad has faced significant challenges from an early age. Despite these hardships,
Vlad has chosen a path of perseverance and personal growth. He taught himself to
play the guitar and the cajón (or drum box), finding comfort, motivation and self-
expression through music. He is dedicated to his education, approaches his
responsibilities with maturity, and is always willing to help those around him.

His story is one of resilience and hope. Rather than allowing difficult circumstances
to define his future, Vlad continues to work hard, develop his talents, and pursue
new opportunities with determination. His positive attitude, kindness and
willingness to support others inspire everyone who knows him.

Receiving humanitarian assistance reminded Vlad that he is not facing life's
challenges alone. The support provided practical help and encouragement,
reinforcing his belief that compassion and generosity can make a meaningful
difference.
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Case Story
How Your Support Helped

Thank you for
believing in young

people like me. Your
support gives me

hope and encourages
me to keep learning,

growing, and building
a better future.
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Hrechyshne, 81 y.o.

"I am very grateful for your help. I received a blanket and socks. Everything
is very good. Thank you for your support." 

Messages of Thanks

Valentyna, 73 y.o.

"Thank you for remembering us. Your kindness gives us strength and hope
to keep going, and it reminds us that we are not alone."

Sofiia, 18 y.o.

"Thank you for your kindness and support. Your care reminds me that there are
people who believe in me and encourage me to keep pursuing my dreams."
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Thank you for your support!   

goodneighbours.com.au
Project Report | 9

Campaign Summary

This generous support made a substantial difference
to displaced individuals affected by the war in

Ukraine.

In-Kind Partners 

Benefitted 1,381 individuals



GOOD NEIGHBOURS AUSTRALIA 

For more information, please contact
goodchange@goodneighbours.com.au

goodneighboursau 

goodneighbours.com.au


	UPDATE
	Good Change for the World
	July 2026

	Sharing the Warmth
	Program Support for Ukraine
	Project Report


	Ten regions, one mission
	Distributions were completed across all ten target regions of Kyiv, Kharkiv, Mykolaiv, Ternopil, Khmelnytskyi, Kherson, Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Sumy and Rivne, reaching displaced people who’ve had to leave their homes behind and specifically:
	115 people with disabilities;
	154 orphans;
	300 large households needing extra support; and
	731 war-affected, including individuals in difficult life circumstances, vulnerable elderly residents and families who’ve lost veterans
	Items distributed included knitted blankets, children's clothing, gloves, blankets and beanies - every stitch crafted by those who care.

	Care packages - more than material support
	In many regions, distribution was coordinated through local churches, meaning support could be targeted directly to members of their congregations and also used to reach displaced people in their communities, and others in great need.
	Beyond the material value of the in-kind items, the care packages created a real sense of connection between those who donated them and those who received them. Many shared that the support made them feel remembered, not forgotten during this very difficult time.

	Thank you for your support
	Thanks to the generosity of Australian donors and the careful coordination of GN Ukraine and Fight for Freedom UA, the project delivered substantial support to vulnerable communities across Ukraine.
	Project Report | 4

	How Your Support Helped

	Case Story
	Neonila is a pensioner and internally displaced person from the Donetsk region. Before the full-scale war, she lived a quiet life in her own home, surrounded by familiar neighbours and streets. Like thousands of other Ukrainians, she was forced to leave everything behind and start over in a new place.
	Today, Neonila lives on a modest pension that barely covers medication, food and other basic necessities. Support from international donors has become an important source of hope and practical assistance.
	When she received warm clothing and other humanitarian aid, she became emotional and expressed her sincere gratitude. For her, these items were more than material support, they were a reminder that people across the world still care about those affected by the war and have not forgotten them.
	Neonila shared that elderly displaced people often face significant challenges and rarely receive personal support. Humanitarian assistance helps restore not only comfort but also dignity and hope during an uncertain time.
	I never thought that someone would still remember me…
	Thank you for your kindness and for bringing warmth into my life.
	goodneighbours.com.au
	Project Report | 5
	Project Report | 4

	How Your Support Helped

	Case Story
	Aylin grew up in a large family. Despite the challenges and daily responsibilities, her mother works tirelessly to ensure her children are surrounded by love, care, and the essentials they need.
	Aylin is a kind, sincere, and open-hearted young woman who is always willing to help others. She actively participates in community activities and enjoys supporting those around her. These gatherings provide her with a safe and welcoming environment where she can momentarily forget the difficulties of everyday life and experience friendship, encouragement, and joy.
	Alongside helping her mother with household responsibilities, Aylin is a dedicated student who dreams of continuing her education in the future. Despite the challenges she faces, she remains hopeful and determined to build a better future through hard work and perseverance.
	Receiving humanitarian assistance was a meaningful reminder that her efforts and kindness are recognised and appreciated. The support brought encouragement not only to Aylin but also to her entire family during a challenging time.
	Thank you for caring about families like ours. Your kindness gives me hope and motivates me to keep studying, helping my family, and believing in a brighter future.
	goodneighbours.com.au
	Project Report | 6
	Project Report | 4

	How Your Support Helped

	Case Story
	Vlad has faced significant challenges from an early age. Despite these hardships, Vlad has chosen a path of perseverance and personal growth. He taught himself to play the guitar and the cajón (or drum box), finding comfort, motivation and self-expression through music. He is dedicated to his education, approaches his responsibilities with maturity, and is always willing to help those around him.
	His story is one of resilience and hope. Rather than allowing difficult circumstances to define his future, Vlad continues to work hard, develop his talents, and pursue new opportunities with determination. His positive attitude, kindness and willingness to support others inspire everyone who knows him.
	Receiving humanitarian assistance reminded Vlad that he is not facing life's challenges alone. The support provided practical help and encouragement, reinforcing his belief that compassion and generosity can make a meaningful difference.
	Thank you for believing in young people like me. Your support gives me hope and encourages me to keep learning, growing, and building a better future.
	goodneighbours.com.au
	Project Report | 7
	Project Report | 4


	Messages of Thanks
	"I am very grateful for your help. I received a blanket and socks. Everything is very good. Thank you for your support."
	Hrechyshne, 81 y.o.
	"Thank you for remembering us. Your kindness gives us strength and hope to keep going, and it reminds us that we are not alone."

	Valentyna, 73 y.o.
	"Thank you for your kindness and support. Your care reminds me that there are people who believe in me and encourage me to keep pursuing my dreams."

	Sofiia, 18 y.o.

	Campaign Summary
	Benefitted 1,381 individuals
	Thank you for your support!
	In-Kind Partners
	This generous support made a substantial difference to displaced individuals affected by the war in Ukraine.
	Project Report | 9




	GOOD NEIGHBOURS AUSTRALIA
	goodneighbours.com.au
	goodneighboursau


