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Water, the Foundation of Life

Good Neighbours Australia (GNAU), in collaboration with our colleagues from Good
Neighbours Mozambique, recently completed another life-sustaining water project
in a primary school and local community, located in Urrene, Mozambique.

At the site of a primary school, and another site located in a local community, GNAU
was able to fund the development of two boreholes with hand pumps to support
around 1,000 children, their families and the surrounding neighbourhoods.

The project also provided an opportunity to distribute hygiene kits, including
buckets, soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste to some 204 children and another 489
community members, along with educational information.

Apart from providing access to safe drinking water at the school, the new bore has
also provided inspiration for the school principal to establish a garden project, to
grow nutritious food and provide ongoing learning opportunities for the students.

Meanwhile, the second bore and pump empowered community leaders to establish
a WASH Committee, consisting of five members trained in routine maintenance and
ongoing management of the bore sites and pumps.

Through this project the whole community has become aware of managing their
water resources, even more important as they face the increasing impacts of climate
change.
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What inspired
the project?

The Urrene area comprises 11
schools, nine of which had already
received access to safe drinking
water. Just two schools are waiting,
with their students having to walk
long distances to fetch water from
unprotected wells, putting
themselves at risk of waterborne
disease.

Once the bores and pumps are
installed at the school and in the local
community, it is expected access to
safe drinking water will increase from
5% to 91% amongst the students,
within two months.

Key Outcomes

0

Access to safe drinking water

Increase from 5% to 91%

amongst the students

Bore and Pump Installation
Total Beneficiaries: 1003

Indirect (31%)
32.7%

Direct (69%)
67.3%

Hygiene Kit Distribution
Total Beneficiaries: 693

School Children (29%)
29.4%

Community People (71%)

70.6%
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Feedback from the field
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Dear Good Neighbours Australia:

This borehole proves to be of great importance for our
school and the community of people who lives nearby, as
water is a precious liquid, essential for the life of all living
beings. No water means no life.

I would like to thank GNAU for the borehole in this school,
without this facility our students were suffering, particularly
the girl students who experienced challenges due to lack of
safe water in school. Now they can ensure safe hygienic
menstrual management, without difficulties.

This facility will help the children reconnect with good
hygiene practices such as hand washing and, we hope that
waterborne diseases will significantly decrease, because the
students and teachers now have drinking water nearby.
Classes will also start on time.

In a month we'll set up a school garden project. We think that
this project will give the students some knowledge about
gardening, while also tackling climate change. At the same
time the vegetables produced by the students will help to
improve the quality of meals and nutrition. We promise that
teachers and students will take care of this facility.

Thank you, thank you, Good Neighbours Australia!

Arcélia Francisco
School Director of Paxo Primary School
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