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PEOPLE * PEOPLE * PEOPLE

Filipino seniors, student volunteers connect through art

BRIDGING GENERA-
TIONS THROUGH ART:
Student volunteers and
Filipino Australian se-
niors sit side-by-side for
4 weeks of beginners’ art
classes, at Our Lady of the
Rosary Parish in Fairfield.

This is through the NSW
Government-sponsored
program Connection
Through Creativity: Inter-
generational Art Project,
developed and hosted by
Good Neighbours Austra-
lia (GNAU) in partnership
with the Philippine Austra-
lian Society for Senior Citi-
zens Inc. (PASSCI) and
Fairfield City Council this
August.

GNAU’s Connection
Through Creativity aims
to foster connections be-
tween young adults, aged
18 to 40 years, and se-
nior members of various
multicultural communities,
aged 60-plus years.

“These classes provide
a chance for people to get
out of the house, learn a
new skill, meet new peo-
ple, create art and lots of
fun memories,” said Sylvia
Lee, Executive Director of
GNAU.

Under the guidance of an
experienced art instructor,
each class sees 15 young
adults paired with 15 se-
niors to work on a comple-
mentary painting. Each
community group will meet
for 4 weeks, strengthening
their bonds over time. The
classes are specifically
designed to stimulate con-
versation as participants
connect over creating art
and sharing morning tea.

“The excellent arts class-
es inspired the Filipino

Australian Seniors to
learn, utilise and improve
their talent on painting
as well as appreciate
the arts. This has been
made possible by the
GNAU in choosing the
PASSCI as partner. I'd
also like to thank the
student volunteers from
the Australian Catholic
University (ACU) for tak-
ing the time to teach our
elders. The four Fridays
in August 2023 would al-
ways be remembered by
the participants as they
start enjoying life af-
ter the pandemic,” said
Jose Relunia, President
of PASSCI.

Many of the young par-
ticipants are recruited
through GNAU’s part-
nership with the Austra-
lian Catholic University’s
Community Engage-
ment program, which
encourages students to
volunteer and work with
people who may expe-
rience disadvantage or
marginalisation.

Through a grant pro-
vided by the NSW Gov-
ernment, GNAU will roll
out the program for 4
new culturally and lin-
guistically diverse com-
munities in 2023. Aside
from PASSCI, other new
partners for the pro-
gram include SydWest
Multicultural ~ Services
in Blacktown, and the
Inner West Library net-
work.

Good Neighbours in
Australia and the Phil-
ippines

Established in 2018,
GNAU is the Australian
entity of Good Neigh-
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NSW Government-sponsored program Connection Through Creativity: Intergenerational Art Project, de-
veloped and hosted by Good Neighbours Australia (GNAU), brings together seniors from the Philippine
Australian Society for Senior Citizens Inc. (PASSCI) and Fairfield City Council and student volunteers from
Australian Catholic University.

Under the guidance of an experienced artstru tor,
a young adult pairs with a senior member of the
community to work on a complementary painting.
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Good Neighbours

The classes are specifically designed to stimulate
conversation as participants connect over creat-
ing art and sharing morning tea.

bors International (spell-
ing referring to its global
office). Under the Good
Neighbors Partnership,
GNAU supports in-field
projects for its local com-
munities and support in-
ternational projects with

its partner countries
including Cambodia,
Mozambique, and
Vietnam.

In the Philippines,
Good Neighbors In-
ternational Philippines
(GNIP) has been im-

Philippine Community Herald Publisher Evelyn Zara-
goza and student volunteer show their finished paint-

ing.

Good Nelghbours Australla Free painting classes for
the seniors

proving the lives of Fili-
pinos, especially of the
children, through child
sponsorship and com-
munity development pro-
grams since 2008. GNIP
established its operations
at Barangay San Isidro in

Rodriguez, Rizal as its
pilot Community Devel-
opment Project (CDP)
area. To date, GNIP has
sponsored over 9,900
children and a total of 11
project areas for commu-
nity development. (San-
dy Sandoval)
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