
Distributions for
Displaced Ukrainians

Since the invasion of Ukraine in February, Australia has welcomed over 8,500
refugees. In Sydney alone, there are over 2,000 displaced Ukrainian people.
Many fled to Australia with only one bag, and need to set up their lives in Sydney
with no certainty on when they will be able to return home. 

Thanks to our generous donors, Good Neighbours Australia was able to support
Ukrainian refugees by distributing grocery vouchers and essential living items.  



Our partners

Good Neighbours Australia partnered with two local Ukrainian organisations. With
their assistance, we were able to reach the refugee community in environments
where they feel comfortable and can enjoy conversation in their native language. 

“50% of people who come through the centre are ready to
go back tomorrow. They appreciate our help so much but
their home is Ukraine, and they are counting the days for
the war to end so they can return to whatever home is left
for them…”

“Nobody knows what this future holds, but we will be here
to help them as much as we can while they are here in
Australia with us.”

Natalka Oleksyn, Founder, Blue & Yellow Hearts

“There are almost 2,000 displaced Ukrainians in Sydney. Every Saturday we host a meet
and greet here at the Ukrainian Youth Centre in Lidcombe. Hundreds of Ukrainians
gather here for numerous things: they pick up fresh food and vegetables, they come
here for companionship with other Ukrainians, we run information sessions about
Centrelink or access English language lessons ... it gives Ukrainians a safe environment
to talk and to learn about establishing their new life here in Australia.”

Andrew Mencinsky, Vice President, Ukraine Council of NSW



Health products 
$17,188

Grocery Vouchers
$7,500

Underwear & socks
$2,050

Tea & non-perishable foods
$1,324

Project results

Total value of items distributed
= AU$28,062

Items distributed: Woolworths vouchers, RAT kits, vitamins & supplements,
sunscreen, throat lozenges, underwear, socks, rice crisps, snack bars, tea.



“For families that have been here longer
than a month, their greatest challenges
are trying to setup their own homes,
sometimes needing to do this while they
haven’t found work. Some women have 2-3
children, they’re looking after a family and
often without a husband here to help
them.”

Natalka Oleksyn, Founder, Blue &
Yellow Hearts

Project results

173 households supported in
September & October 2022. 

Primary beneficiary group =
women and children. 
191 children benefitted.  

These distributions were made possible because of your generous donations.  
We would also like to thank our corporate partners who donated much-needed goods.
Please visit our Ukraine page for further updates:
https://goodneighbours.com.au/ukraine

Thank you!  

https://goodneighbours.com.au/ukraine


“The support of Good Neighbours is invaluable, we had
queues out the door. When Ukrainians [receive] donations
such as this, it helps them feel welcome in Australia … so
when they come here and see people doing good things,
like Good Neighbours, they feel very thankful.” 
Andrew Mencinsky, Ukraine Council of NSW

Impact Stories

“Thank you for helping me and my daughter. She is
thirteen. When we came from Ukraine we only had one
backpack bag for both of us. We could not take
anything from our home. We have the clothes we were
wearing and some very small items. Thank you for the
clothes and support because we really need this … we
feel so happy today, you help us celebrate in our
community.” 
Ukrainian beneficiary (name kept private)

www.goodneighbours.com.au goodneighboursau goodneighboursau

"[At the distribution] I spoke to a lovely woman and
her young daughter. She collected some socks from
us and she was so grateful – quite teary-eyed actually.
She explained that when they were in Ukraine, her
daughter really wanted some socks. They had ordered
some online but they didn't arrive before they had to
flee. She was just so moved and grateful to finally be
able to get some socks for her daughter." 
Rachel Huckel, Good Neighbours Australia 

Please visit our Ukraine page for further updates:
https://goodneighbours.com.au/ukraine

https://goodneighbours.com.au/ukraine

